THE BELL RINGER

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

November 2011

“STATEMENT FROM THE SESSION OF THE CHURCH”

In an ongoing effort to keep you, the
individual members of our congregation
informed regarding the happenings within
PCUSA and the Fellowship of
Presbyterians, the Session of First
Presbyterian, Longview, would like you to
know about two things:

First, the Session of FPC Longview wishes
to make the following statement: We are
profoundly disappointed by the change
described in Amendment 10-A because it
seriously weakens Scripture as a principle
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authority, source and norm for faith, and as
a result, it provides for the elimination of the
“fidelity and chastity” clause within the
ordination standards. We are saddened
because we agreed with the biblical
standards which require fidelity in marriage
and chastity in singleness. We are further
disheartened by the divisiveness that this
has caused both in our denomination and
within our local church walls. In the
meantime this church will continue to
adhere to the previous ordination standards
that were in place before the amendment
was ratified.

Secondly, the Session would like to report
on the trip made by two of our members
and both our pastors who attended the
initial meeting of the Fellowship of
Presbyterians (or the FOP) held at the end
of August in Minneapolis. These four
people included: Jack Moore, Jill Smead,
Reverend Jonathan Jehorek and Reverend
Shelley Kral. They were part of a group
totalling 1,900 attendees representing over
800 different congregations. During the 3
day meeting the entire group was split into
small table discussions groups of about 8
people or so. Each table contained a
diverse group of perspectives. The theme
of the meeting was: “Connect where
possible; differentiate where necessary”.

During the meeting, the Fellowship of
Presbyterians presented four “tiers” or
levels of differentiation. Conceptually, each
tier can be used to describe a church’s
continued level of affiliation with PCUSA.
These tiers range from continued
membership within PCUSA to various levels
of differentiation, including hypothetically
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the possibility of ultimate separation from
PCUSA. At this time, there are no details to
report on any of these tiers and further
discussion would be strictly speculation.

At the meeting the FOP gathered
information and plans to provide more
details to us later this month. Their follow-
up may include more specifics about each
tier and possibly a Statement of Theological
Standards. Then, in January of 2012 a
second meeting will take place in Orlando,
Florida. It should be noted, that any future
recommendation regarding the Fellowship
of Presbyterians will be subject to the
outcome of future meetings and will be
done in the most Preshyterian of ways:
being done both “decently and in order”.

The bottom line is that we ask you to
please “stay tuned”. We will gladly share
with you more information as it becomes
available over time. To that end, our
Session has established an Information
Task Force to whom you may address any
questions you may have in this regard. That
task force includes the four people
previously mentioned who attended the
meeting in addition to David Brahbam,
Steve Mason, Nancy Murray and Carla
Szafran. Again, we ask you to please bear
with us and stay tuned.

Meanwhile, please join us in prayer for our
denomination, for our Presbytery, for our
Session, for our pastors, for our
congregation as a whole and for our
members individually. May our actions,
words and deeds be to the glory of God.



SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER 6
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

The Rev. Jonathan Jehorek
“That You May Bring Salvation”
Acts 13:44-52

8:30 a.m. - Worship

Greeters: Bailey and Nancy Salmon, Kathie Ramey
Prayer vigil: Laura and Jack Mitchell

9:45 a.m. - Church School

11:00 a.m. - Worship

Greeters: Pearline Mitchell, Jack Mitchell, Suzi White
Prayer vigil: Nancy and Bailey Salmon

During both worship services on All Saints Sunday, there will be
a video presentation of photos and names of those FPC mem-
bers and other family who have passed on to the Church Trium-
phant since All Saints Day in 2010.

NOVEMBER 13
“‘BRING MISSION HOME” SUNDAY

The Rev. Jonathan Jehorek

8:30 a.m. - Worship, Communion, and Commissioning
Greeters: Lisa and Billy Mullins, Deborah Susik
Prayer vigil: Karen and Matt Yost

On Bring Mission Home Sunday, we will meet for a brief service
of communion, and commissioning at 8:30 a.m. before going out
to the community for projects. Project sign-up sheets are in the
Gathering Area. There will not be any church school nor an
11 a.m. worship service that day. Please call the church office
or email to kimstanley@fpclongview.org to sign up. Donations
for projects are appreciated! Check www.fpclongview.org for
more information.

NOVEMBER 20
The Rev. Jonathan Jehorek
“Evidence of the Grace of God”
Acts 14:1-28

8:30 a.m. - Worship

Greeters: Marge Smith, Carla and Paul Szafran
Prayer vigil: Jenny Hubbard, Jill Smead

9:45 a.m. - Church School

11:00 a.m. - Worship

Greeters: Virginia and Winton Studt, Judy Smith
Prayer vigil: Bonnie Mason, Leslie Konvalin

NOVEMBER 27

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The Rev. Shelley Kral
“Zechariah's Song of Praise”
Luke 1:5-25, 57-80

8:30 a.m. - Worship

Greeters: Wil White, Kathy and Paul Watson

Prayer vigil: Lien and Bill Ege

9:45 a.m. - Church School

11:00 a.m. - Worship

Greeters: Debbie Bankston, Clay Brelsford, Tres Bainter
Prayer vigil: Penny and Kirk Shields
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OPEN DATES FOR FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY

The dates of November 6 and 13 and December 4 and 11 are
available for anyone who would like to place flowers in the
sanctuary in honor or in memory of someone or some occa-
sion. You are welcome to combine with another person or
family if you wish. Please call or email Karen Harris (903-757-
2525 or karenharris@fpclongview.org) in the church office if
you would like to have any of the above dates or others in the
future.

IN THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT

Former member Billy Joe Byrd of
Daingerfield

August 1, 1928—October 11, 2011

Neither death nor life can separate us from

the love of God which is in Christ Jesus. -
Romans 8:38

-
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MINISTRIES FOR WOMEN AND YOUTH

WOMEN'S RETREAT AT CAMP GILMONT

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

“What Is Beautiful” is the title of the annual retreat e  Circles in November

for women on February 3-5, 2012. Betsy Lockhart, Evening Circle—Tuesday, 11/1, 7 p.m. ;3’

MDiv Pastor, Worship Curator and Storyteller will be at Joyce Moomau'’s Eﬁ_ﬁ’

the retreat leader: Bankston Circle—Monday, 11/14, 9:30 PRESEYTERIAN
“Many times after telling a story | have been a.m. in church parlor HOME

asked, ‘Is that really true’ or ‘Did that really
happen?’ And my answer is always the same,
‘Yes and Yes.” When we try to speak of our God
and our faith we often find our words to be
lacking. Our words fall short of the profound
mystery that is God’s love for us. To remedy this e The Coordinating Team will meet on 11/1/11 at 9:30
lack-of-words we tell stories. Everyone has a a.m. in the church parlor)

story. Our stories are beautiful? This retreat will

dance around the question, ‘What is beautiful?"” e General Meeting and Luncheon on Tuesday, 11/15 at

11:45 a.m. in the church parlor; speaker will be Marla
Grant, Moderator of PW of Grace Presbytery

Ege Circle—Tuesday, 11/8, 9:30 a.m. in church parlor
Osborne Circle—Tuesday, 11/8 a.m. at Felicia Moore’s
with Judy Smith as co-hostess

Hudson Circle—Tuesday, 11/8, at church

The event begins Friday evening with dinner and
continues through Sunday with morning worship,
departing after lunch. Total cost of the event is $155
and includes tuition, cabin housing for 2 nights and
all meals. If you choose to stay in the semi-private
lodge rooms, cost is $165, and there is maximum
space for 40 guests. Scholarships are available.

e Church Women United “World Community Day” will be
Friday, November 4 beginning at 9:30 a.m. at
Winterfield Methodist Church. This is their annual
“Paper Shower” for Hope Haven. If you would like to
donate items, please drop them off at Hope Haven or
the church office before November 4.

Pre-registration may be completed online at
www.campgilmont.org. $20 will hold your place.

YOUTH MINISTRY

WE HAD A GREAT TIME OF FUN, FOOD, AND FELLOWSHIP. THANK YOU TO ALL THE GOLFERS AND SPONSORS IN
OUR 14TH ANNUAL YOUTH MISSIONS GOLF TOURNAMENT AND TO THE FOLLOWING WHO MADE DONATIONS:

Kahlan Alley

Bill Bankston (East Texas Mack Sales)

Jim Bartlett Fine Jewelry
Richard Bass

Curtis Blakely & Co., P.C.
Kitty Booth

Chris Botto

Cindy and Clay Brelsford
Travis Bunn

Bill and Sheri Burlingame
Cameron Carlile

Jim Cerrato

Beverly and Sole Coleman
Randy Cook

Trevor Coppedge

Barbara Hawkins

Terrye and Mike Hudson

Jason and Kristi Hunt

John Ivanno

Chad and Liz Johnson

Ester Johnson

Charles and Paula Kaplan

Denny and Leeann Kienzle

Lois Knouse

Jon and Shelley Kral

Tracy Lanagan

Carolyn and Kurt Langseth
(McDonald’s)

Harold LeTourneau

Jill and Mark Littlejohn

Dean Noble

Gordon Northcutt

Dot and Bill O’'Neal
Steve and Jan Paine
Betty Rader

Richard Rodriguez

Bill and Marcia Rotzler
Bailey and Nancy Salmon
Mrs. Clark Sample
Charlie Schindler

Kem Scroggin

Jeff and Susan Shea
Carroll Shipp

Howard Shipp

Craig Sisk (Sisk Buick)

Kerri and Brian Daugbjerg Wayne Major Sam Smead

Thomas Forrest William McCluskey Sam Smead Photocreative
Meg and Vance Freeman Mark Mincey Darrell Spence

Sheila Freeman John Mio Jamey Walker

Gans and Smith Insurance Ebb Mobley Kathy and Paul Watson
Scooter Goll Eugene Moore Terry and Ronnie Wohlfahrt
Walter Goll Jack and Felicia Moore Mr. and Mrs. John Wrather
Jimmy Greene Keith Moyes Alisa and Chris Yancey
Dave Gruppi Billy and Lisa Mullins Matt Yost

Cliff Hale Jud and Nancy Murray (Murray Jewelry) In Memory of Ed Bays

-
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CHILDREN’'S MINISTRY

CHURCH SCHOOL WORKSHOP ROTATION
Bring Mission Home 1st—4th Grade
November 13, 2011 Meet in Room 202 for Chapel Time

Children’s Projects

Watch for Family materials to assist you with the celebration Session 3—David—God's Anointed King—November 6

of Advent and Christmas with your Family. Artisan’s Well—Sheila Freeman —Room 206
Fishermen’s Net—Kerri Daugbjerg—Room 204
The Upper Room—Linnie Soltau—Room 203

Bible Verse: “The Lord Looks at the Heart”, 1 Samuel 16:7

WORSHIP NURSERY UPDATES

Session 4—Solomon Builds the Temple to God—November 20
Fall 2011 Nursery Staff
Artisan’s Well—Leslie Carlile

e  Cynthia Mashke—3's & 4's

Fisherman’s Net—Mary LeTourneau

e Virginia Stroman—Toddler's & Two’s November 27

e  Betty Stevenson & Rachel Thompson—Infants Solomon’s Temple Theater—Tammy Moyes
Please drop by the Nurseries and say " Hi" to these wonderful “Let Us Go to the House of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1
smiling faces who are delighted to welcome your child to
church.
Yolunteer Schedule CONFIRMATION CLASS
November 2011
8:30 11:00 SERVICE OPPORTUNITY:
Kerrie Daugbjerg Anna Rue SCAVENGER HUNT NOVEMBER 20

4-6 PM WITH THE ELDER PALS

CHILDREN'S ACTIVITY CLASS DATES:
NOVEMBER 9,—
WHO AM [? A SINNER

“Hayless” Harvest Hayride and Family Night

Sunday, November 6, 4:00—6 p.m.
Y P NOVEMBER 29

Ages 3 yrs—5th Grade HANGING OF THE GREENS REHEARSAL

Come join all the church families for
food (hot dogs and cotton candy),
games (Bouncy House), fellowship,
and fun at the home of Mike and Terrye
Hudson. Bring a blanket or towel for the
“Hayless” Hayride!

NOVEMBER 30
HANGING OF THE GREENS
DINNER AT 5:45

PROGRAM AT 6:30 IN THE SANCTUARY

Sponsored by the Children’s Ministry
Sub-committee

MEMORY VERSE:
“If we are faithless, [Jesus] will remain
faithful...” 2 Timothy 2:13

RSVP to tmoyes@fpclongview.org
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UPCOMING MISSION CONCERNS

“BRING MISSION HOME" SUNDAY, 11/13

PCC NEWS

8:30 a.m.— Brief communion and commissioning service

Following worship (approx. 9 a.m.), we will spread out into

the community for projects to “Bring Mission Home.”

Project sign-up sheets are in the gathering area of the church

and on the website.

NO Church School nor 11 a.m. worship on November 13
Questions? Check www.fpclongview.org for more infor-
mation. Volunteers in all areas and all ages needed.

Email to kimstanley@fpclongview.org or call the church office
to sign up

Donations for projects are appreciated!

Project Coordinators needed

NOVEMBER DATES TO NOTE:

11/4 PCC Closed for In-Service

11/7 PCC begins food drive for Thanksgiving (Food collection box will be located in front entry

area. Anyone is welcome to contribute.)
11/17 PCC Thanksgiving Feast in Grace Hall

11/21-23 PCC Daycare only

11/23 PCC donate collected food items to FPC for distribution

11/24-25 PCC closed for Thanksgiving

THANKSGIVING MEAL COLLECTION
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2-5 P.M. IN

GRACE HALL

Meals will be delivered Thursday, November 24 beginning at
8 a.m.

8x8 pans of dressing (cooked)

8x8 pans of potatoes - any kind (cooked)
Canned green beans

Canned cranberry sauce

Packaged rolls

Pies - any kind (frozen or homemade)

Please sign up in Sunday School classes in November

or contact church office to contribute or deliver food.

T

RETIREMENT DINNER FOR SYLVIA JOHNSON

. — ——
" ~
> ' —ar £
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER CONCERNS

THANK YOU'’S

From Boys and Girls Club of Gregg County:

Thank you for the generous donation...that will assist in
supporting our programs. Our efforts would be fruitless without
the financial support of donors such as yourselves. Knowing
that the community and your parishioners support our efforts is
appreciated. | leave you with a standing invitation to please
come by, visit the kids and see what we are doing at the club.
Again thank you for the donation.

From House of Hope Rescue Mission:

Thank you so much for your kind donation of food on October 5.
The House of Hope and the ladies here are very grateful. With
the help of people like you we are able to maintain useful skills
and classes to help the ladies rejoin society as functioning
citizens. We are busy every day making improvements in order
to house as many ladies as possible. Thank you again for taking
the time to help the homeless ladies of our city. They now have
a place for today and hope for tomorrow.

From Sylvia Johnson:

Thank you for all the work, love, and compassion you put into
my retirement celebration. It was an overwhelming night for me,
and words cannot express how | felt and feel at this time. | hope
and pray God will bless you in a special way. | love you all.

To the Prayer Shawl Ministry from Melanie Smith:

Thank you for the soft pink cloth, baby wash and rubber duckie
to celebrate Amanda’s birth. She is a wonderful blessing to us
as are the thoughtful individuals who make up this church.

From Deborah Susik:

| just want to say thank you to you all for your generous
outpouring of “gifts”, financial, material and especially prayers in
my time of need due to the loss of my home to the wildfires in

PRAYER CONCERNS

PRAYER CONCERNS

Recent need: Zack Mitchell, Garland Baldwin, Martha
Armstrong

Continuing need: Joan Osborne, Leeann Bratteli, Sandra
Shipp, Jim Byrd, Geneva Falconer, Alyssa Walker (Loreba
Stoddard’s sister), Doyle Read, Don White, Carroll Shipp, Bob
Sweat, Phillip Smith, Julia Staggs, Mainard McCabe, Betty
Vaughan, Leslie Marshall, Lanette Yancey, Tijuanna Bush,
Terry Wohlfahrt, Muriel Turner, Bill Hollingsworth, Davis
Bankston, Lukas Wyche, Mary Crawford, Elizabeth Stevenson,
Mildred Shelton, Dorothy Bartlett

OUR RETIREMENT FAMILY:

Ray Hall - Colonial Village

Jean George, John Whitaker - Hawkins Creek

Dorothy Chandler, Grace Raney, Helena and Roy Talmage
- Buckner Westminster Place

Evelyne Busch - Buckner Greenhouse

Betty Denton - Songbird Assisted Living

Willie Holt - Heritage Healthcare

Vi Jamison -Oak Tree Assisted Living, New Braunfels

September. Things are slowly coming together. With the help
of Suzanne Cook, | think | may have found my new home in
Longview off of 9th Street. Close to church and work. Thank
you to “all” of you—my family.

From a recipient of the church’s financial assistance:

Thank you First Presbyterian Church family! Thank you for
helping me and my family in a time of desperate need and
when | didn’t know what to do or where to turn. Thank you for
the love and support and for reaching out to my family.

From Joseph W. Hill, General Presbyter of the Presbytery of
the Pines:

Please express our gratitude to your session and congrega-
tion from the Living Waters for the World Mission Team of the
Presbytery of the Pines for your special gift of $700. The
thoughtfulness and generosity as a supporter of this ministry
is inspiring and gratefully appreciated. This gift will allow the
Presbytery program to grow and impact the lives of God’s
children through clean water.

CONGRATULATIONS TO:

e  Dotty and Philip Smith on the October 9 safe
arrival of grandson Jonah Mills Smith, infant
son of Brittany and Daniel Smith of St. Louis

e  Cheryl and Edwin Parr on the September 7
safe arrival of infant grandson Elijah Thomas
Parr, son of Jackie and Chris Parr of Lubbock

OUR MILITARY FAMILY:

Irag: David Morris, Stuart Gray, Tanner Bagley

Kuwait: Austin Bogert

Germany: Angela Hammett

U.S: James Barnhill Jeff Beckworth, Malisa Hammett, Kyle
Moseley, Brad Parr, Justin Phillips, Joshua Ray

Coast Guard: Justin Vaughan

Others: James V. Browder, Justin L. Browder, Colin Byrd,
Ryan Byrd, Jeffrey Clark, Nate Cole, Mark Curtis, Derek
Czapnik, William Daniels, Joel Davidson, Charles Galloway,
Mitch Hall, Julie Hodges, Brian Hughes, Brad Jones, Brandon
Jones, Steven Lewis, Tyson Mabry, Justin Miller, Michael
Smith, Christine Ray, Christopher Ray

LCM FOR NOVEMBER

e pumpkins, canned milk, cranberry sauce, cake mix, and

hygiene products.

e |LCMis also in need of more volunteers for the Coats for

Kids distribution day on November 12 from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at
Broughton Recreational Center. Please call Lisa Simmons
at 903-753-3561 ext. 207

-
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BIRTHDAYS, STEWARDSHIP AND CLERK'S CORNER

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1 - Hudson Finley
Kason Kienzle
Mary LeTourneau
John Nye

2 - Bob Lorenz
William Mason

3 - Eugene Moore

Christopher Stephenson

4 - Ronnie Wohlfahrt

5 - Keith Moyes
J. J. Scroggin
Buster Turner

6 - Alex Hutcheson
Anna Mullinax

8 - Betty Denton
Austin Hammer
Virginia Studt
Melissa Sherrod Wells

9 - Scott Roberts
Marge Smith

10 - Cameron Foy
Allison Goll
Makenzie Goll

12 - Seth Cook
Barbara Dunn
McKenzie Hebert
Scott Stanley

14 - Andre Scholtz

15 - Jennifer Collier
Keelan Hammer

16 - Mike Hawkins

17 - Rebecca Stoddard

18 - Michael Graham
Vi Hammett
Adam Schindler

20 - Vance Freeman
Cliff Hale
Wendy Moore
Winton Studt

21 - Leeann Bratteli
22 - Nick White

23 - Jacob Taylor

24 - Scott Byrd
Maureen Carrigan
Drew Moseley

25 - Nathan Foy
Robin Martin

26 - Robert Bruton
Corinne Selph
Dotty Smith
Eric Smith

28 - Ralph Curton, Jr.
John Jackson

Charles McCreary, Jr.

29 - Beth Franklin
Tiffany Jehorek
Elizabeth Stevenson

FINANCIAL REPORT—SEPTEMBER 2011

Monthly Receipts $ 83,059
Monthly Expenses $ 91,549

[Budget $93,497]
[Budget $94,995]

Mission Donations paid from budget

Sick & Relief assistance $115
Longview Community Ministries $500
Meals on Wheels $150
Newgate Breakfast $253
Newgate Stewpot $250
Food Box $300
Itasca $500
Monthly Grace Presbytery $4133
Mission Contingencies $288
Presbytery of the Pines Water Purification Project $700
Third Millennium—Richard Pratt $500
Literacy Council $500
Donations in addition to Budget :
Organ Maintenance Fund $1400
Haiti $100
Gilmont $500
Deb Susik Fire Relief Fund $6200
Sylvia Johnson’s Retirement Gift $12723

Donation Statements mailed October 19

Pledge Cards for 2012 mailed October 18 (pledge online
available)

Electronic Giving available ... at www.fpclongview.org

CLERK'S CORNER

From the October 11, 2011 Session meeting:

e The Youth for Missions Golf tournament raised about
$10,000. Funds will go to support the summer mission
trips next year.

e The following 2011-2012 Confirmands were introduced to
the Session: Sophie Bunn, Daniel Fourie, Cameron Foy,
Hope Jehorek, Caleb Liebengood, Mason Pyle, Kathryn
Roper, Lauren Stoddard, and Blaine Wright. Confirmands
Nathan Foy and Bertu Van Zyl, who completed an
accelerated program at Camp Gilmont, were also
introduced.

e  Session approved the Information Task Force composed
of David Brabham, Steve Mason, Jack Moore, Nancy
Murray, Jill Smead, and Carla Szafran to continue their
efforts on behalf of the Session to inform the congregation
about the issues impacting the church arising from moves
made by Grace Presbytery, the General Assembly of
PCUSA and/or the Fellowship of Presbyterians.
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LUNCH AND A MOVIE 3-G CLUB=GAB, GAMES, AND GOOD FOOD
2nd Wednesday of each month

) _ Blessed Wishes for all at Thanksgiving as 3-G will not meet
November 9, 2011—" Amelia” the Story of Amelia

November 23 but will resume on December 28. Enjoy your

Earhart holidays with family and friends.
11:30 Lunch in Grace Hall
12:30 Movie in The Fallout Shelter. SEE YOU DECEMBER 28, 2011 AT 11:30 AM

It is time to order those beautiful poinsettias which enhance our sanctuary during December.
Please fill in the information on the form below and return it to the church office with your payment by December 1.
Poinsettias may be taken home following the Christmas Day worship service.

r---------------------------1
| CHRISTMAS EVE POINSETTIA ORDER FORM

I Please list the number of poinsettias you wish to order, whom you are honoring or remembering, and the amount of money you are
enclosing with your order. Each poinsettia is $9.00. Send or bring order and payment to the church offices (First Presbyterian
I Church, P.O. Box 1006, Longview TX 75606). Make checks payable to the church.

In Honor/Memory/Other of:

Given By:

# ordered Amount enclosed $

NAME:
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